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District News - School Safety Closure or Delayed Start information 
Parents and guardians, school safety is a top priority in the KPBSD. It’s important for you to know 

what to do before, during, and after a school emergency, weather related delayed start, or school 

closure. Please visit this webpage to familiarize yourself with A.L.I.C.E., KPBSD emergency terms 

and actions, and how to learn if there will be a two-hour delayed start or school closure. 

http://bit.ly/EmergencyInformationKPBSD 

 

In the event of two-hour school delays or closures, official announcements will be made on this 

website homepage, the KPBSD Facebook and Twitter feeds, and shared through the KPBSD Mobile 

App, social media, and your local radio and television stations. Schools with automated call systems 

may notify families directly.  Timing of the decision is crucial so we can notify transportation before 

busses begin their routes, employees head to work, and students and families prepare for a school day, 

potentially waiting at bus-stops.  The decision to close school for the day, or institute a two-hour delay 

start, is the responsibility of the Superintendent of Schools.  

  

If school remains open, and you, as a parent, do not believe it is safe for your child to travel to school, 

use your best judgment to determine what is safest for your child. Please notify the school if your child 

will not attend.  

 

Winter Art Show and Potluck 
Students in Mrs. Pfeiffenberger’s, Fabian’s, Lindquist’s, Morris’, Flowers’, and Jones’ classrooms, 

(South Wing) would like to invite you to their Winter Art Show and Potluck on Thursday, December 

10th starting at 5:30 pm.  Please bring food items to the gym.  We will provide utensils, plates, napkins, 

and drinks.  Families are asked to bring a dish to share.  If your last name starts with A-G, please 

bring a Side Dish – appetizer, veggies, rolls, salad, etc; H-Q, A Main Dish; R-Z, A Dessert.  We 

look forward to seeing you and your family. 

 

 

Important Dates 
Dec.  4  Spelling Bee, 2:00 PM 
Dec. 7  Pearl Harbor Day 

Dec. 7-11 Computer Science Week/Hour of Code 

Dec. 9   Muffins for Mom’s…7:30 AM 

Dec. 10  South wing art show and potluck, 5:30 

Dec. 10  Site Council, Elementary School @ 6:30 PM 

Dec. 18  No School –End of Quarter / Inservice for Teachers 

Dec. 21-Jan. 3 Winter Break – No School 

Jan. 4  First day of third quarter   

Jan. 12  Cross Country Skiing intramural 

Jan. 18  MLK Day, No School 

 

http://bit.ly/EmergencyInformationKPBSD
http://ww.facebook.com/kpbsd
http://www.twitter.com/kpbsd
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/communications.aspx?id=31262
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/communications.aspx?id=31262


 

 

Lunch Program 

The lunch staff would like parents to be aware of the procedures when your child’s lunch account is 

low on funds.  The cashier gives a note to your child when their lunch account drops to two lunches or 

less. Unfortunately, we cannot offer lunches on credit. Please check with your child, or in their 

backpack periodically, to see if they have recently received a notice of low lunch funds.  If your child 

is running out of lunch money before you think they should, please check to see if they are using their 

lunch funds to purchase additional servings of food during our morning breakfast program or during 

lunch.   

 

 

Auditions for Peter Pan 
 
The Port City Players and Seward Music Association would like to announce 
open auditions for the musical Peter Pan.  There are lots of parts for children 
in elementary through high school.  Auditions will be held December 15th and 
16th, between 4:00 and 7:00 pm at the Seward Methodist Church.  Please have 
a short song prepared to sing, and be ready to read a portion of the script.  

Production dates are April 7th – 16th.  For more information email:  
sewardartscouncil@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Seward PTA has a new website! 
Visit us regularly to know what is going on and how we are helping in Seward schools.   

Find links to volunteer, and visit our blog where you'll find useful parenting information on everything 

from education to health.  We'll do our best to keep you informed on important issues that affect your 

kids!  Consider joining Seward PTA; we're doing great things for area kids! 

www.sewardakpta.com 

 

 

 

Donna Gilbert, a nationally literacy expert, says… 
If a child reads 1 minute each night, he will be exposed to 8,000 words a year. 

If a child reads 5 minutes each night, he will be exposed to 282,000 words a year. 

If a child reads 20 minutes each night, he will be exposed to 2 million words a year! 

 

 
 

Muffins for Moms and Donuts for Dads 
On Wednesday, December 9th, Seward Elementary will be hosting an early morning family 

reading time from 7:30 to 8:00 in our library.  Come with your child and pick out a good 

book or two.  Grab some juice and a snack, and enjoy a little one-on-one reading time.  

You can read to your child, or your child can read to you.  This is a family reading 

event, so come ready to read, listen, and have fun. 

 
 

mailto:sewardartscouncil@gmail.com
http://www.sewardakpta.com/


Winter Clothes 

Did you know that your child goes outside to play every day?  We all know how cold, wet, and windy 

it gets in Seward, and yet kids come to school dressed in shorts and hooded sweatshirts, and often 

without hats, gloves, and boots.  We go outside unless the wind chill factor exceeds -10 degrees, or if it 

is raining significantly.  You know what’s best for your child.  Please don’t let them convince you that 

they don’t need hats, gloves and boots, along with a warm, waterproof coat. 

 

Once we have more snow, if your child wishes to play on the sledding hill, they will also need snow 

pants.  Please insist that your child wears proper cold weather gear at his/her bus stop and recess. 

 

News from the Gym 
        Be sure and ask Santa for a pair of gym shoes for Christmas. 

 

A safety message from your school bus drivers… 
Please allow enough time in the morning for students to finish their breakfast at home.   

There is no eating or drinking allowed on the busses.   

 

Also, please turn off headlights while waiting at the bus stop with your student and do not pull 

away until the bus leaves the stop.   Thanks for doing your part to keep our kids safe. 
 

 From the nurse’s desk…                                                                                                         

 I’d like to start with a Seward Elementary sized THANK YOU to our local Lion’s Club for the use 

of their plu-optiX vision screener.  The elementary school has been vision screened for the 

2015-16 school year!  Thank you Dave and Cindy Beardsley for your time and effort.   

 

 December is ‘Flu Vaccination’ awareness week Dec. 6-12.  The flu vaccination can keep you 

from getting sick from flu. Protecting yourself from flu also protects the people around you 

who are more vulnerable to serious flu illness.  The vaccination can help protect people who 

are at greater risk of getting seriously ill from flu, like older adults, people with chronic health 

conditions and young children (especially infants younger than 6 months old who are too 

young to get vaccinated).  For more information, visit: cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfact.htm.  

 

 December is also Safe Toys and Gift awareness month.  This Christmas and holiday season, be 

sure that gifts given are appropriate for age and ability….whether the gift is for the young or 

old!  Safekids.org or toysafety.org are great websites for reference. 

 

 Lastly, if you’re traveling this holiday season, be safe!  Give yourself plenty of time to get to 

your destination.  Find time to rest, relax, and take a few deep breaths.   
  

Nurse Heather  224-7574               



AMP Results  
Student reports on the Alaska Measure of Progress (AMP) should be arriving in your mail-

boxes in mid-December. We anticipate our scores will be lower than we used to see on the old 

Student Benchmark Assessment (SBA’s). There are several reasons for this:  

 

Expectations that were measured by the SBA. This is analogous to a baseball player going from 

a .350 batting average in the minor leagues to a .260 in the majors. The player’s skill didn’t 

decrease. They are playing in a tougher league. If your child(ren)’s scores are lower than what 

you expected, please understand that they aren’t suddenly less skilled and their teachers less 

capable. They are being asked to meet higher expectations.  

 

SBA is as much a measure of students’ ability to transition from the old Grade Level 

Expectations (GLE) to the New Standards.  Also, the test changed from a paper/pencil test to an 

online test.  We still have a lot of work to do to ensure that our use of the new standards will be 

reflected on the improvement of our overall AMP scores. Remember, these new scores will be 

used to set a new baseline for future growth.  

 

meet, the new Alaska State Standards. Scores do not affect grades, graduation, or promotion 

from one grade to another. The only consequence is that it informs the staff and administration 

at Seward Elementary where we need to emphasize instruction to improve students’ knowledge 

and skills.  

 

For our part, discussion regarding our implementation of the new standards have and will 

continue to be on-going.  If you would like more information about the AMP test, check out the 

resources available on the state’s assessment page at:  

https://education.alaska.gov/akassessments/ 

 

 

Fall Book Fair Was MONSTROUS 
Wowsa, the book fair was a MONSTROUS success!  In my three years here, this was the most bustling book fair 
I’ve seen and I thank you for your support.  Your enthusiasm for the fair and reading provided books, not only 
for your own children, but for the classroom libraries, the school library, and other staff that work with your 
children.   
 
Your support of the teacher wish lists put almost 80 (EIGHTY!) books throughout the school.  Your support for 
the All for Books program, which collects spare change to buy even more books for the school, helped 
purchase another 25 (TWENTY-FIVE!) books.  All for Books raised a whopping $180 this fair, and Scholastic will 
match this amount (up to $1 million) in its support of literacy programs throughout the United States.   
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Seward Library Friends group, which provided funds for 
teachers to buy additional books.  The Friends bought 31 (THIRTY-ONE!) more books for the school.  We have a 
community that is hugely supportive of our school, and the parents and the Friends demonstrated that during 
the book fair. (If you were doing the math, a total of 136 books was added throughout the school.  WOW!) 
 

Julie Doepken, Librarian      Read 20 Minutes a Night 

https://education.alaska.gov/akassessments/

